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Reset

Progress on priorities

Build Collective Power

Organize for systems change

Leverage influence 

Double down on equity 



System barriers

Progress on priorities

• Systems, funders, and programs are siloed and fragmented

• Is there a need for an entity to help coordinate and drive action in the 
maternal infant health ecosystem? 



June 16, 2026



Analyze and Prioritize

Raise Awareness and Amplify

Partner and Convene 

Invest and Resource



Our moms are dying 

Worsening Preventable

29.8 
per 100,000 births

23.5 

Sources: 2018-2021 Maternal Mortality Review Report , 2025 March of Dimes Report Card 

30% higher than US 

https://www.dph.ncdhhs.gov/women-infant-and-community-wellness/mmrcreportwebpdf/open
https://www.dph.ncdhhs.gov/women-infant-and-community-wellness/mmrcreportwebpdf/open
https://www.dph.ncdhhs.gov/women-infant-and-community-wellness/mmrcreportwebpdf/open
https://www.marchofdimes.org/peristats/reports/north-carolina/report-card


6.3 
per 1,000 live births

Our babies are dying

5.5 

Recent Improvement
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NC Infant death rates

Infant death rates

15% higher than US 



Black moms and babies die more

Progress on priorities

Black mothers are almost 
twice as likely to die than  
white mothers

Black babies are almost 
three times as likely to 
die than white babies



Maternal Care Deserts

Progress on priorities

18 counties are maternal care deserts
20 counties are low access areas

MOD Maternity Desert Report NC

https://www.marchofdimes.org/peristats/assets/s3/reports/mcd/Maternity-Care-Report-NorthCarolina.pdf


Rural moms and babies die more

Progress on priorities
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Rural mothers are almost 
three times as likely to 
die than  white mothers

Rural babies are 12% 
more likely to die than 
white babies



Maternal Health Workforce

Rural Health Access

Public Policy Optimization



Maternal Health Workforce

Progress on priorities

• Convening and resourcing doulas, midwives in the field 

• Raising public and policy makers awareness of midwifery and doulas

• Expanding midwifery and doula work force

• Advancing and integrating community midwifery and doulas with the 
health care system and payer models



Progress on priorities

PATCH-NC  
Perinatal Access to Care 

and Health in NC

Rural HealthCare Access – Shared Maternity Care 

• Family physicians provide prenatal and postpartum care locally, partner with OB/GYNs and maternal-
fetal medicine specialists for consultations, high-risk collaborative care, and deliveries.

• Leon Levine Foundation awarding funding to implement shared maternity care in safety net sites across 
10 rural counties identified as maternal care deserts or low-access counties.

• The North Carolina Community Health Center Association leading the cross-sector partnership with 
Nurture NC, North Carolina Area Health Education Centers, the North Carolina Academy of Family 
Physicians, and the American Academy of Family Physicians 

https://www.ncchca.org/about-us/our-programs/patch-nc/
https://www.ncchca.org/about-us/our-programs/patch-nc/
https://www.ncchca.org/about-us/our-programs/patch-nc/


Public Policy Optimization – Basic support

Chung et al. Income insufficiency impacts early brain 

development in infants facing increased psychosocial adversity: A 

network-based approach. Proceedings of the National Academy 

of Science 2026

Poverty is bad 

for moms and 

babies

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2513598123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2513598123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2513598123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2513598123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2513598123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2513598123


Public Policy Optimization – Basic Concrete Supports

Value-Added Benefits | 

Nurture NC 

Working with partners to 
disseminate and raise awareness

Social media

Website, with survey for feedback

“I had no idea I could get any of these things!”
        -Medicaid Member

https://www.nurturencnow.org/vabs
https://www.nurturencnow.org/vabs
https://www.nurturencnow.org/vabs
https://www.nurturencnow.org/vabs


Convenings
Nurtured from the Start

Research, Practice, Policy to Advance Maternal and 
Infant Health

Mark your 
calendars!
May 11th,12th 2027 

Cary, NC



Business Functionwww.nurturencnow.org  Follow us!

Questions?

Betsey@nuturencnow.org

http://www.nurturencnow.org/
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