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State Legislator & Advocate Toolkit

Introduction

The recently passed federal tax and budget bill — H.R. 1, the One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB); though
more accurately called Trump’s ugly megabill or the federal tax scam — includes many harmful
policy changes that strip access to essential health, food, education, and safety net programs for
communities across the county in order to give tax breaks to the ultrawealthy. These funding
decreases will put significant fiscal pressure on state budgets to raise revenues to protect, feed,
provide health care for our families, and fund our schools and our futures.

There are immediate and longer-term harms that need to be addressed quickly — responding
cannot wait. State legislatures have an opportunity and responsibility to pass new revenue raisers
that capture the immense tax breaks being given to the wealthiest in our states in order to mitigate
harm and fund the services that keep residents healthy and safe. State advocates are key to
facilitating the opportunity — leading the public education, mobilization, and political efforts that
will necessitate and embolden state action.

Thankfully, we have momentum and the facts on our side. The public understands that the Trump
administration has initiated the largest transfer of wealth from the working class to the billionaire
class in our history. At the same time, the cross-country state tax justice movement continues to
grow in size, diversity, and strength. This growing power is shaping narratives, driving policy
change, and improving outcomes; and this power will be essential to meeting the current moment
in order to build prosperity for generations in the future.

This toolkit includes resources for organizations, lawmakers and advocates across the country.
You'll find state-level research and data, messaging guidance, policy options, and examples that
can help support state changemakers in driving tax justice progress in the states during 2025
special sessions and into 2026 legislative sessions. The materials are not intended to be a
definitive list of supports. We encourage you to use what works for you, to ask for more, and send
us your resources to add to this toolkit.

For questions, further information, or suggested additions, please reach out to the State Revenue

Alliance (SRA) and State Innovation Exchange (SiX) teams.
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https://www.staterevenuealliance.org/
https://www.staterevenuealliance.org/
https://stateinnovation.org/
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State Revenue Landscape and Policy Options

State revenue advocates — including statewide revenue coalitions made up of grassroots, labor
and policy groups, allied organizations, and champion state legislators — have been developing
proactive revenue raising policies for years that are specific to their state tax code and state
landscape. These are often long-needed, ambitious policies aimed at raising long-term, sustainable
revenue to better fund the vast range of services that community members rely on that have
already been introduced, heard in key committees, and been at the center of community meetings
and constituent mobilization efforts. Many state and national policy experts are also working
quickly to review, adapt, and draft legislation to meet this specific opportunity in the wake of the
federal tax bill's passage, even while state agencies are still in early stages of identifying examples
of what the budget gaps will be.

e Recommendation for State Lawmakers: Ask your state budget offices and fiscal research
teams to do a thorough analysis of the federal tax bill to determine the direct and indirect
costs to your state.

e SRA’s and SiX’s Funding Our Futures - Tax Justice in the States Legislative Debrief (Event
Recording): In July, SRA and SiX partnered to host a State Legislative Debrief reviewing
themes and trends on revenue advocacy from 2025 state legislative sessions and featuring
a panel of advocate leaders and state legislators reflecting on their state contexts and
experiences. View the webinar recording here.

o SRA's 2025 Legislative Session Overview: During the 2025 Legislative Session, the
State Revenue Alliance worked in partnership with grassroots organizations, policy
and advocacy partners, labor groups and state lawmakers as they introduced 105
tax justice bills across the country. This document shares highlights and movement
of bills in 27 states, grouped by the type of legislation.

e The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) has an extensive body of State and
Local Revenue Raising Options resources across numerous different revenue areas.

e The Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy’s (ITEP’s) State Tax Watch and State
Rundown newsletter are must-read resources for staying up to date on state tax
happenings. ITEP's State Policy resources page has a wealth of state-specific tax research.

Looking for in-state connections to other revenue advocates or interested in learning more about
priority revenue bills that may already have momentum? The State Revenue Alliance (SRA), the
State Innovation Exchange (SiX), and our partners would be happy to help make connections to
state-based tax justice champions.

e For connections to advocacy organizations and revenue campaigns, please email

info@staterevenuealliance.or
e For connections to state legislators, please email info@stateinnovation.org
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https://youtu.be/4yiqO2oE1K0
https://youtu.be/4yiqO2oE1K0
https://youtu.be/4yiqO2oE1K0
https://www.staterevenuealliance.org/revenews/2025-legislative-overview
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/state-revenue-options-for-advancing-equity-and-prosperity#/groups/1
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/state-revenue-options-for-advancing-equity-and-prosperity#/groups/1
https://itep.org/state-tax-watch-2025
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001lYEZTbriJpowBP5E6i_H8IJ7v5C6DOXcH-V1FaST4ciVpFRwM4Aw9IHZu6T90GweQcKLjd-VP2n1Zs5h_lrEgdsN8t0lUwhTvVewijEmJbPzb-2xl0k4c7nAWAJwWbBzO2S-VMOgsOEatCsg2692YQ%3D%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001lYEZTbriJpowBP5E6i_H8IJ7v5C6DOXcH-V1FaST4ciVpFRwM4Aw9IHZu6T90GweQcKLjd-VP2n1Zs5h_lrEgdsN8t0lUwhTvVewijEmJbPzb-2xl0k4c7nAWAJwWbBzO2S-VMOgsOEatCsg2692YQ%3D%3D
https://itep.org/state-policy/
mailto:info@staterevenuealliance.org
mailto:XXX@stateinnovation.org
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e For information on leading fiscal policy organizations in 41 states that are part of the State
Priorities Partnership network, see here.

State Data

State-specific data is often a critical tool for crafting your message and tailoring your educational
materials to meet the interests of various stakeholders — be they new revenue partners, key
legislators, or local media contacts. There are numerous state and national organizations who
have led an effort to translate the impacts of the federal tax bill to the state context — a number of
those key resources are linked below.

Federal Tax Bill Impact & Implementation
e Timeline and Implementation Impacts
o Final Reconciliation Bill Summary (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)
Implementation Timeline Graphics (Fair Share America)
GOP Tax Scam Timeline Graphic (Families Over Billionaires)
B Reconciliation Implementation Timeline (Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities)
o Resources on Harmful Republican Megabill (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)
o Advocacy resource page on Medicaid (Community Catalyst)
e State Specific Data on Harms

o State Impacts Sheets: Designed state-specific sheets outlining impacts in areas like
healthcare, food, energy costs, and rural hospitals (Fair Share America)

o State-Specific Fact Sheets: Fact sheets for each state on the impacts the federal tax
bill will have on healthcare, cost of food and energy, cost-shifting to the state, and
the outsized benefits the wealthiest 1% in the state will receive (Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities)

o Data on health, food (also here) and tax Impacts of federal tax hill (Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities)

o Car Prices: Trump Megabill's Deduction for Car Loan Interest Would Not Offset
Tariff-Related Auto Price Increases for Most Buyers w/ state-by-state estimates
(Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy)

o Job losses: How Medicaid and SNAP Cutbacks in the “One Big Beautiful Bill” Would

Trigger Big and Bigger Job Losses Across States (Commonwealth Fund)
o State Fact Sheets: How the Trump Administration and Congressional Republicans

Are Increasing Costs for American Families (Center for American Progress)
o Grocery Prices: Track the prices of everyday items, groceries, and more

o O O
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https://statepriorities.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z2Fz0zQ8peNVGLFSxCW0-fww9c2mTzR_h_5yRp0RuIk/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bFOc92f9A_Vty7eARfzkhi1zYeq7SAbV?link_id=10&can_id=9831bf3c714e103e1dd3f802ee1be34c&source=email-follow-up-from-todays-call-intel-updates-actions-resources-more-23&email_referrer=email_2836421&email_subject=follow-up-from-todays-call-intel-updates-actions-resources-more
https://x.com/TaxWarRoom/status/1948031631232577830/photo/1
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=9fe0a5dd83&e=28b1b0fcb5
https://www.cbpp.org/research/resource-lists/resources-on-harmful-republican-megabill
https://communitycatalyst.canto.com/v/MedicaidDefense/landing?viewIndex=0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RVQqUqJR1P9FgnXV6Xl-g42rlX080haB?link_id=8&can_id=563be1d5fabc46ed9c57be3c7807ac7d&source=email-follow-up-from-todays-call-intel-updates-actions-resources-more-20&email_referrer=email_2820362&email_subject=follow-up-from-todays-call-intel-updates-actions-resources-more
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/harmful-republican-megabill-fails-families-children-and-communities-0
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=24e6b9bd8a&e=28b1b0fcb5
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=73ad6a8660&e=28b1b0fcb5
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/senate-republican-leaders-proposal-risks-deep-cuts-to-food-assistance-some
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=f7f5e541d8&e=28b1b0fcb5
https://itep.org/house-bill-deduction-auto-loan-interest-would-not-offset-tariffs-auto-price-increases/
https://itep.org/house-bill-deduction-auto-loan-interest-would-not-offset-tariffs-auto-price-increases/
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2025/jun/how-medicaid-snap-cutbacks-one-big-beautiful-bill-trigger-job-losses-states
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2025/jun/how-medicaid-snap-cutbacks-one-big-beautiful-bill-trigger-job-losses-states
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/state-fact-sheets-how-the-trump-administration-and-congressional-republicans-are-increasing-costs-for-american-families/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/state-fact-sheets-how-the-trump-administration-and-congressional-republicans-are-increasing-costs-for-american-families/
https://dontinflateourplates.com/
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e Who Benefits?

o How Much Would Every Family in Every State Get if the Megabill's Tax Cuts Given to
the Rich Had Instead Been Evenly Divided? (Institute on Taxation and Economic
Policy)

o How Will the Trump Megabill Change Americans’ Taxes in 2026 w/ state-by state
estimates (Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy)

o Analysis of Tax Provisions in the Trump Megabill as Signed into Law: National and
State Level Estimates w/ state-by-state estimates (Institute on Taxation and
Economic Policy)

o Trump Megabill Will Give $117 Billion in Tax Cuts to the Top 1% in 2026. How Much
in Your State? (Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy)

o The SALT Caucus, Fortunately, Comes Up Short w/ state-by-state data (Institute on
Taxation and Economic Policy)

Federal Impacts on State Budgets

e Who Gives and Who Gets? Explore the Balance of Payments between States and the
Federal Government, (Rockefeller Institute of Government)

e Trump's Tax Law Clobbers State Budgets. Now's the Time to Prepare (Institute on Taxation
and Economic Policy)
Tracking the Fallout From State Tax Cuts (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)
State Budgets Increasingly Strained as House, Senate Republican Plans Would Impose
Major Costs (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)

e States Should Move Quickly to Chart Their Own Course on SALT Deductions (Institute on
Taxation and Economic Policy)

e Media coverage: States Brace for Added Burdens of Trump's Tax and Spending Law (New
York Times)

e Shifting the Burden: How the Recently Passed Budget Reconciliation Package Reshapes
SNAP and Strains State Budgets (Food Research & Action Center)

Resources from State Partners
e |eading state-based organizations across the country have published state-specific reports
and factsheets that highlight the impacts of the federal tax and budget changes on their
own states and communities. For more information and links, please see the ‘Example
Responses’ section below, visit the websites of state-based SPP policy organizations, or
reach out to the SRA team.
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https://itep.org/map-family-state-megabills-tax-cuts-evenly-divided/
https://itep.org/map-family-state-megabills-tax-cuts-evenly-divided/
https://itep.org/how-will-trump-megabill-change-americans-taxes-in-2026/
https://itep.org/tax-provisions-in-trump-megabill-national-and-state-level-estimates/
https://itep.org/tax-provisions-in-trump-megabill-national-and-state-level-estimates/
https://itep.org/trump-megabill-billions-in-tax-cuts-top-1-percent-by-state/
https://itep.org/trump-megabill-billions-in-tax-cuts-top-1-percent-by-state/
https://itep.org/salt-cap-senate-tax-changes-trump-megabill/
https://rockinst.org/issue-areas/fiscal-analysis/balance-of-payments-portal/
https://rockinst.org/issue-areas/fiscal-analysis/balance-of-payments-portal/
https://itep.org/trumps-tax-law-clobbers-state-budgets-nows-the-time-to-prepare/
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=4ffa52da74&e=28b1b0fcb5
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/roundup-state-budgets-increasingly-strained-as-house-senate
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/roundup-state-budgets-increasingly-strained-as-house-senate
https://itep.org/salt-cap-trump-megabill-state-revenue/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/04/us/politics/states-trump-bill.html?unlocked_article_code=1.eU8.zddi.6JaMesf58CqB&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/04/us/politics/states-trump-bill.html?unlocked_article_code=1.eU8.zddi.6JaMesf58CqB&smid=url-share
https://frac.org/blog/shifting-the-burden-how-the-recently-passed-budget-reconciliation-package-reshapes-snap-and-strains-state-budgets
https://frac.org/blog/shifting-the-burden-how-the-recently-passed-budget-reconciliation-package-reshapes-snap-and-strains-state-budgets
https://statepriorities.org/
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Messaging Strategies

Just as important as having a strong policy in hand is the need to communicate with your
community and key stakeholders about revenue in order to build power and drive demand for bold
solutions. These revenue conversations must happen with the public, in the media, and in your
state legislature. Messages that connect personal experiences and community needs with policy
solutions are essential for shaping the tax justice narrative.

Message Strategy Resources

This message strategy document is designed to help you to tell your story about the state-focused
response to the One Big Ugly Bill. It contains strategic recommendations and example language
from several thought-leading organizations. When it comes to tax policy, the key is to focus on the
people you care about and build a case for them. For state examples of post-vote message guides,
check out the excellent work at Invest in Our New York and Fair Share America, plus

revenue-focused narrative support from Topos, We Make the Future and Winning Jobs Narrative.

Polling and Modeling

Tax justice is an incredibly popular issue. This has been true for years, and has been increasingly
evident in the |ead up to and passage of this harmful federal tax bill. Residents across this country,
regardless of the political make-up of their district, believe that corporations and wealthy
residents aren’t paying their fair share in taxes and that their communities would be better served
by increased investment in public education, transportation, and other vital services.

e 2024 State Revenue Alliance and Data For Progress District-Level Modeling Project: This
dashboard displays modeled support for state, congressional district, state house and
state senate districts for eight revenue-specific questions including:

o Raising Taxes on Wealthy Corporations
Raising Taxes on Wealthiest Households
Raising Taxes on $400k+ Households
State Corporate Tax Based on In-State Sales and Worldwide Profits
Expanding the Child Tax Credit
Increasing Corporate Tax Accountability
o $500 Guaranteed Income Program
e State/District Specific One-Pagers Highlighting Modeled Data: State Revenue Alliance has
produced district-specific one-pagers for more than 1,000 districts across 25 states. An
example of this resource can be found here. For support building one-pagers for districts in

your state, please contact info@staterevenuealliance.org.

e 2025 National Poll: Most Americans continue to favor raising taxes on corporations,
higher-income households (Pew Research Center)

o O O O O
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dHotmcCMYBFZtMwnIah1iJxRdqVq4k4Y8F7cSbvpuag/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1adON5iS8JrkwjkXBwLxl3HaiWhMO1iPRFXCVlmXhq8A/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11lHN78MYXnsmAQWccqEpmgmLOKy_xHB9vQB3NWpP6UM/edit?link_id=34&can_id=563be1d5fabc46ed9c57be3c7807ac7d&source=email-weve-hit-the-gas-on-accountability-august&email_referrer=email_2847002&email_subject=another-round-of-wild-actions-from-this-administration&tab=t.0
https://www.topospartnership.com/impact/
https://www.wemakethefuture.us/resources
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1T1C7uLJdecIIsWvpKaS4lpI3OeH-C_89vqSF6Eni2gM/edit?slide=id.g37472278d67_0_1781#slide=id.g37472278d67_0_1781
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/most-u-s-adults-think-the-gop-tax-bill-will-help-the-wealthy-and-harm-the-poor-ap-norc-poll-finds?utm_source=urban_newsletters&utm_medium=news-DD&utm_medium=news-DD
https://www.staterevenuealliance.org/district-lookup-2024
mailto:info@staterevenuealliance.org
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/03/19/most-americans-continue-to-favor-raising-taxes-on-corporations-higher-income-households/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/03/19/most-americans-continue-to-favor-raising-taxes-on-corporations-higher-income-households/
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e 2025 National Poll: GOP budget bill faces nearly 2-1 opposition, with many unaware (full
poll results here) (Washington Post)

e 2025 National Poll: Ahead of GOP Tax Fight, Republican Voters Increasingly Want to See
Rich Pay More (Morning Consult)

e 2025 National Poll:_Voters Overwhelmingly Oppose Extending Tax Cuts for Wealthy
Individuals and Corporations (Heart Research and Families Over Billionaires)

e 2025 National Poll: Majorities Say the Republican Budget Will Mostly Benefit the Rich and
Most Oppose Tax Cuts for the Rich (Navigator Research)

Additional State Resources to Respond to OBBB Budget Cuts
Medicaid & SNAP

e Reduce state administrative burdens: States can design easier processes to help people
enroll and stay covered. States can modernize state benefits enrollment portals, create
full-time call centers, set up audit and appeals processes, hired compliance review teams,
train local organizers/navigators to provide tech and enroliment assistance, send letters
alerting enrollees to the new policy (make them attention-grabbing an ier to
understand).

e Automatic confirmation via data collection: As learned in Michigan, state employment and
wage data can help mitigate harm by confirming employment without the enrollee having to
act. "If the state can figure out on its own, without having to ask you if you're working, that's
great, because then you don't have to do anything. You're just exempted."

o A new toolkit developed by Manatt Health highlights potential data sources for
verifying compliance with work reporting requirements and exemptions for
enrollees which states can use to identify data sources that will require new IT
builds.

e Mandatory Job Assistance for Medicaid: Kentucky is aiming to become the first state that
will automatically ferry certain Medicaid beneficiaries to a job placement assistance
program, according to a Medicaid waiver application. Kentucky's program is unique
because it establishes an automatic process for referring individuals to these work
assistance programs. Kentucky is seeking a five-year trial period under what's known as a
Section 1115 special demonstration waiver. The waivers allow states to experiment with
initiatives that forgo certain statutory requirements of Medicaid if the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services finds that the initiative promotes the program’s objectives.

o Colorado lawmakers passed two bills during the legislature's special session to
protect access to certain safety-net programs:

m SB25B-002 - State-Only Funding for Certain Entities: Directs the Colorado
Department of Health Care Policy and Financing to use state Medicaid
dollars to reimburse funding for services like cancer screenings, birth
control consultations, and STl testing.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/06/17/budget-bill-poll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/tablet/2025/06/17/june-6-10-2025-washington-post-ipsos-poll-gop-budget-bill/
https://pro.morningconsult.com/analysis/trump-tax-cuts-republican-voters-april-2025
https://pro.morningconsult.com/analysis/trump-tax-cuts-republican-voters-april-2025
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQdInIXOF25RbHbOELsIzM0UKY_0wL6p/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQdInIXOF25RbHbOELsIzM0UKY_0wL6p/view
https://navigatorresearch.org/majorities-say-the-republican-budget-will-mostly-benefit-the-rich/
https://navigatorresearch.org/most-oppose-tax-cuts-for-the-rich/
https://www.mahp.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/MSA-1913-10-2019.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/08/08/nx-s1-5493417/michigan-robert-gordon-medicaid-work-requirements
https://shvs.org/resource/medicaid-work-reporting-requirements-verifying-compliance-and-exemptions/
https://shvs.org/resource/medicaid-work-reporting-requirements-verifying-compliance-and-exemptions/
https://shvs.org/resource/medicaid-work-reporting-requirements-verifying-compliance-and-exemptions/
https://aboutblaw.com/biP3
https://www.cpr.org/2025/08/25/colorado-bills-to-protect-snap-benefits-planned-parenthood/
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb25b-002
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m SB25B-003: Boosts state funding for SNAP by amending current ballot
initiative language designed to support school lunch programs. The two
ballot initiatives, Proposition MM and Proposition LL, would raise more
money for school meals by increasing taxes on Coloradans who earn more
than $300,000 a year.

o Data & Resources:

m Administration’s ACA Marketplace Rule Will Raise Health Care Costs for
Millions of Families (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)
Work Requirements Don't Work (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)
SNAP: State-by-State Data, Fact Sheets, and Resources and research on the
immense harms (by state) that could result from SNAP cuts (Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities)
m 12 Actions Advocates and States Should Take Now to Mitigate Harm of

H.R.1 SNAP Cuts (Food Research & Action Center)

m SNAP's Critical Role in Rural Communities - and the Consequences of Cuts
(Food Research & Action Center)

m Q+A: Understanding SNAP Time Limites and the Burden of Expanded
Work-for-Food Requirements (Food Research & Action Center)

m The Far-Reaching Impacts of the Reconciliation Bill - on Families, Older
Adults, Immigrants, and State Budgets (Food Research & Action Center)

m The Deep Cost of President Trump’s and Republicans’ SNAP Cost-Share: 10
Things to Know (Food Research & Action Center)

Immigration

o The Anti-Immigrant Policies in Trump's Megabill (National Immigrant Law Center)
o Protecting Immigrant Communities: A Toolkit for State Action (State Innovation

Exchange)

o An expert perspective outlines the changes for state programs and discusses the
new challenges that non-citizens will face in accessing care.

Housing

o House Bill Would Leave Over 400,000 More People Without Stable, Affordable
Housing (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)

General Resources and Supports
e State Revenue Alliance List of Supports A short summary of the various areas where SRA

can provide capacity and strategic support to state partners (SRA)

e State Revenue Alliance District Look-up Tool State, congressional, and state legislative

district specific modeling of questions on support of wealth corporations paying more,
high-earners taxes, and funding programs like Child Tax Credits (SRA)
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https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025B/bills/2025b_003_rer.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/work-requirements-dont-work
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/work-requirements-dont-work
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/work-requirements-dont-work
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-state-by-state-data-fact-sheets-and-resources
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/senate-republican-leaders-proposal-risks-deep-cuts-to-food-assistance-some
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/senate-republican-leaders-proposal-risks-deep-cuts-to-food-assistance-some
https://frac.org/blog/12-actions-advocates-and-states-should-take-now-to-mitigate-harm-of-h-r-1-snap-cuts
https://frac.org/blog/12-actions-advocates-and-states-should-take-now-to-mitigate-harm-of-h-r-1-snap-cuts
https://frac.org/blog/snaps-critical-role-in-rural-communities-and-the-consequences-of-cuts
https://frac.org/blog/qa-understanding-snap-time-limits-and-the-burden-of-expanded-work-for-food-requirements
https://frac.org/blog/qa-understanding-snap-time-limits-and-the-burden-of-expanded-work-for-food-requirements
https://frac.org/blog/the-far-reaching-harmful-impacts-of-the-reconciliation-bill
https://frac.org/blog/the-far-reaching-harmful-impacts-of-the-reconciliation-bill
https://frac.org/blog/the-deep-cost-of-president-trumps-and-republicans-snap-cost-share-10-things-to-know
https://frac.org/blog/the-deep-cost-of-president-trumps-and-republicans-snap-cost-share-10-things-to-know
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Anti-Immigrant-Policies-in-Trumps-Final-Big-Beautiful-Bill-Explained-.pdf
https://stateinnovation.org/protecting-immigrants-toolkit-state
https://shvs.org/how-h-r-1-impacts-coverage-for-non-citizens/
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=d3e3b1608f&e=28b1b0fcb5
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=d3e3b1608f&e=28b1b0fcb5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uURdQbaCMhtbuBfIZLHC31-5V8m8P8L9/view?usp=sharing
https://www.staterevenuealliance.org/district-lookup-2024
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e State Revenue Alliance's State Rankings Database with state ranking info from nearly 20
different sources (SRA)

e [nstitute on Taxation and Economic Policy (ITEP) Who Pays? Assesses the progressivity
and regressivity of state tax systems and is a tool to better understand how state tax policy
affects taxpayers at all income levels (Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy)

e Center on Budget and Policy Priorities Special Session Tracker Tracking 2025 special
legislative sessions

e Tax Payments by Undocumented Immigrants (Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy)
Black Women Best Framework Points the Way to Equitable and Just State Tax Reform
(Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)

e U.S. Tax & Spending Explorer and a long-term series on the failure of the Southern tax and
economic system (Economic Policy Institute)

e Financial Exposure: Rating the States on Economic Development Transparency (Good Jobs

First)

State Strategies to Challenge Corporate Subsidies (SiX)

Shutting Down Data Center Subsidies (Good Jobs First)

Next Generation Democracy & Resource Library (Participatory Budgeting Project)

Trump Rescission Proposal Builds on Illegal Impoundments, Would Undermine Future

Funding Deals (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1h8kDrmhZtuJ1vfKCRb34KHweIYRIXu7j9h5--fZxs88/edit?usp=sharing
https://itep.org/whopays-7th-edition/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JjkNyemAWBPRi_1L0rzFAOMT98-TBw6b_kKt5EAtajM/edit?usp=sharing
https://itep.org/undocumented-immigrants-taxes-2024/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/black-women-best-framework-points-the-way-to-equitable-and-just-state#:~:text=Black%20Women%20Best%20posits%20that,lifted%20up%20in%20the%20process.
https://www.epi.org/explorer/
https://www.epi.org/rooted-in-racism-and-economic-exploitation-the-failed-southern-economic-development-model/
https://www.epi.org/rooted-in-racism-and-economic-exploitation-the-failed-southern-economic-development-model/
https://goodjobsfirst.org/financial-exposure-rating-the-states-on-economic-development-transparency/
https://stateinnovation.org/state-strategies-corporate-subsidies
https://goodjobsfirst.org/data-center-shutdowns/
https://www.participatorybudgeting.org/resource/next-generation-democracy/
https://www.participatorybudgeting.org/resource-library/
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=f566be4767&e=28b1b0fcb5
https://cbpp.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb519d4a06d032e8e2bbf63f&id=f566be4767&e=28b1b0fcb5
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Example Responses (Messaging and Campaign Activities)
Every state has a different political landscape that requires tweaking the guidance above to fit your
specific context. Here are a few examples of how state advocates and legislators have been
communicating about and organizing around the passage of this harmful federal bill. Have
additional examples? Send them our way.
e Alabama
o Alabama Arise’s Press Release; Federal Cuts to SNAP Health Benefits Will Harm
People Across Alabama

o Alabama Poor People’s Campaign Moral Monday Congressional Office Protest
e (California

o California Budget and Policy Center
m Press Release
m Series: How Corporate Tax Loopholes Drain Resources from Californians
e Connecticut
o Connecticut Senate Caucus Press Conference (Instagram)
o nnecticut H Pr nference (In ram

o Connecticut Senator Maher Visits Impacted Nonprofit (Instagram)

o Connecticut Representative Kate Farrar Statement

e Hawaii
o Hawaii Rep. Amy Perruso on revenue & food security (Instagram)
e |llinois

o lllinois Rep. Lilian Jiménez Community Townhall (Instagram)
e Pennsylvania

o Pennsylvania Policy Center’s Press Statement: The Trump Bill — a Disaster for
Human Decency an r Econom

o Pennsylvanians Together's Broken Vows Town Hall: Families vs. the Big Ugly Bill
and Families First, Not Billionaires Town Hall

o Pennsylvania House Caucus: How the Big Bad Bill hurts you and every
Pennsylvanian

e Maine
o Maine Center for Economic Policy’s (MCEP’s) Press Statement: Statement on Final
Passage of Federal Budget Reconciliation Bill
o MECEP's Explainer/Testimonial Video Series: What do Trump Voters and
Independents Think About Cutting Taxes for Billionaires
e Minnesota
o MN Rep. Kim Hicks at We Make Minnesota Press Conference (Instagram)
e New Jersey
o New Jersey Policy Perspective’s (NJPP’s) Press Statement: “Beautiful” Bill
Devastates NJ Families While Delivering Massive Tax Breaks to the Wealth
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https://alarise.org/news-releases/federal-cuts-to-snap-health-coverage-will-harm-people-across-alabama/
https://alarise.org/news-releases/federal-cuts-to-snap-health-coverage-will-harm-people-across-alabama/
https://alabamareflector.com/2025/07/15/local-leaders-clergy-protest-of-reconciliation-bill-in-birmingham/?fbclid=IwY2xjawL53dZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHnlTvcLhVwiPlYiF5FYK1rs9RFepNkAX6FLVwkSimGHDFu1Vq5dg5kFTKPCP_aem_x0nDWozbbjnxPgntDxX3aQ
https://calbudgetcenter.org/news/new-report-reveals-devastating-impact-of-federal-budget-on-californians-and-how-state-leaders-can-respond-boldly/
https://calbudgetcenter.org/news/four-part-series-exposes-how-corporate-tax-loopholes-drain-resources-from-californians/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DL0m0wLKkuF/?igsh=MWk3ZGEzbXRzeTJuNg%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DL0bqnovFbk/?igsh=Y29yc29scHptMXR0
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DM6L-PCxwVZ/?igsh=MXV5aXdrczl3eTFvNQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/DLqXWp9ywnS/?igsh=aGpqMm5kenlqZDdy
https://www.instagram.com/p/DMb2vqSRK1r/?igsh=eXV5OHVzdmxrdmFl
https://www.instagram.com/p/DMV6XjSP1on/?igsh=YnYyYzdoMXR0ZGF0
https://pennpolicy.org/research_publication/statement-the-trump-bill-a-disaster-for-human-decency-and-our-economy/
https://pennpolicy.org/research_publication/statement-the-trump-bill-a-disaster-for-human-decency-and-our-economy/
https://www.mobilize.us/democracypa/event/817651/
https://www.mobilize.us/democracypa/event/816748/
https://www.pahouse.com/InTheNews/NewsRelease/?id=139368
https://www.pahouse.com/InTheNews/NewsRelease/?id=139368
https://www.mecep.org/news/statement-on-final-passage-of-federal-budget-reconciliation-bill/
https://www.mecep.org/news/statement-on-final-passage-of-federal-budget-reconciliation-bill/
https://www.facebook.com/mecep1/videos/1062642649396129/
https://www.facebook.com/mecep1/videos/1062642649396129/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMyN0XHR-vu/?igsh=MzN2aGVwdHdob3Bm
https://www.njpp.org/media/statement/beautiful-bill-devastates-nj-families-while-delivering-massive-tax-breaks-to-the-wealthy/
https://www.njpp.org/media/statement/beautiful-bill-devastates-nj-families-while-delivering-massive-tax-breaks-to-the-wealthy/
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o NJPP's Blog Post: Sleepwalking into Catastrophe — New Jersey's Fiscal Year 2026
Budget Failed to Meet the Moment

e New York
o Invest in Our New York’s - Calling for a Special Session
m Messaging Guide: Fighting the Republican Budget Scam in NY
m Press Release: Governor Hochul + State Lawmakers Must Do What GOP
Congressmembers Refused to Do: Stand Up for New Yorkers

Social Media Toolkit: Special Session Campaign
Petition: Calling for a Special Session

Canvassing Toolkit
Events: Rallies, Phonebanks, Canvasses, Town Halls
Example - Key Stakeholder “Calling for a Special Session” through
direct-to-camera X video call to action and an Op-Ed
o Legislator Event - Rally: Tax the Rich, Fill the Cuts, Assemblymember Shrestha and
Ulster County Executive Metzger
e North Carolina
o North Carolina Black Alliance:
m Community Event: Virtual Town Hall: Big “Beautiful” Bill
m Statement: Big “Beautiful Bill means real harm for impacted communities
o North Carolina Budget and Tax Center
m Action Page: Tell Your Lawmakers: Protect NC's Future
m Blog: It's Time for a Millionaires Tax in North Carolina
m Event - Press Conference: NC lawmakers urged to act as federal cuts
threaten state services
m Graphic Explainer Carousels: The “Big Beautiful Bill Has Been Signed into
Law: What does it mean for North Carolina?”; North Carolina Rural

Communities Will Suffer Under Congressional Budget Bill

m Statement: Statement on NCGA Legislative Action From Alexandra Sirota,
Executive Director of NC Budget & Tax Center

m Statement: Statement on Passage of Congressional Budget Bill From Heba

Atwa, BTC Director of Legislative Advocacy
o Legislator Event - Community Education Series: Bringing the Capital to

Constituents with Guest Speaker from NC Budget + Tax Center, Representative
Pierce
e QOregon
o Rep. Pham: What's going on with OR'’s transportation budget? (Threads)
e Washington
o Balance Our Tax Code’s direct-to-camera video: Instagram
o Washington Budget and Policy Center’s Facebook Post: Who Benefits?
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https://www.njpp.org/publications/report/sleepwalking-into-catastrophe-fy26-budget/
https://www.njpp.org/publications/report/sleepwalking-into-catastrophe-fy26-budget/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1adON5iS8JrkwjkXBwLxl3HaiWhMO1iPRFXCVlmXhq8A/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.investinourny.org/post/governor-hochul-state-lawmakers-must-do-what-gop-congressmembers-refused-to-do-stand-up-for-new-y
https://www.investinourny.org/post/governor-hochul-state-lawmakers-must-do-what-gop-congressmembers-refused-to-do-stand-up-for-new-y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xESazBe89m-atE23xef0qudMh9qJyKjP9MiEs_S7z9g/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.u7odaoc8k464
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jzVHL3orbDWXQaoex3Szn68gSCyej_QrTwrnR_pw-oY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QQSIK2Q3Qdmh3Pe0gz2YflPbuIkvTPnv1USmeBByRAo/edit?tab=t.0
https://actionnetwork.org/events/rally-to-call-on-new-york-state-lawmakers-to-protect-us-from-the-republican-budget-scam/
https://www.mobilize.us/citizenactionny/event/822991/
https://x.com/delgadoforny/status/1950562758417584369?s=46&t=zjlFCfPO7lqyty2SkRr8aA
https://x.com/delgadoforny/status/1950562758417584369?s=46&t=zjlFCfPO7lqyty2SkRr8aA
https://hudsonvalleyone.com/2025/08/05/tax-the-rich-rally-in-kingston-led-by-state-assemblymember/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1064723332512788&set=a.167137902271340
https://ncblackalliance.org/bbb-means-real-harm-for-impacted-communities/
https://ncbudget.org/protectNC/?fbclid=IwY2xjawL54_BleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGQmpMbEFpaHFSSXlmem9TAR5qVCYe7rsjZCNQw2-jFrYa109w9LZlE906SCoUCdS2LJ7-zX35DREtiT4_xA_aem_45jZumBYq0vv9gq56opA1g
https://ncbudget.org/its-time-for-a-millionaires-tax-in-north-carolina/?fbclid=IwY2xjawL55SJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGQmpMbEFpaHFSSXlmem9TAR5j0RVWWPtIXb2CMUgQercOjdC9zbcbqlquHwwdFexH11aFXNzVTMgyHHhzgA_aem_CfOHvPLugZygFFPVZ-1KsA
https://ncnewsline.com/2025/07/09/nc-lawmakers-urged-to-act-as-federal-cuts-threaten-state-services/?fbclid=IwY2xjawL55LVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHs5Onweaf9sjoirqlWeh1H92_hO5Dk2dljdgcFhWTpv8pumR0c0CEW42sW5y_aem_WDWiFT6jCJZWQy7wMnl31w
https://ncnewsline.com/2025/07/09/nc-lawmakers-urged-to-act-as-federal-cuts-threaten-state-services/?fbclid=IwY2xjawL55LVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHs5Onweaf9sjoirqlWeh1H92_hO5Dk2dljdgcFhWTpv8pumR0c0CEW42sW5y_aem_WDWiFT6jCJZWQy7wMnl31w
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=775888391768704&set=pcb.775888531768690
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=775888391768704&set=pcb.775888531768690
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=763730449651165&set=pcb.763730546317822
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=763730449651165&set=pcb.763730546317822
https://ncbudget.org/statement-on-ncga-legislative-action-from-alexandra-sirota-executive-director-nc-budget-tax-center/
https://ncbudget.org/statement-on-ncga-legislative-action-from-alexandra-sirota-executive-director-nc-budget-tax-center/
https://ncbudget.org/statement-on-congress-passing-budget-bill/?fbclid=IwY2xjawL55YdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGQmpMbEFpaHFSSXlmem9TAR4AZkeAiA5cPhk3mwQ5zIpk3a8lVDGgxc4PiUIBmAOrNtfQCe25_BLxV-qN1Q_aem_6JLdImqoSLKjuKHyvD_KwQ
https://ncbudget.org/statement-on-congress-passing-budget-bill/?fbclid=IwY2xjawL55YdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGQmpMbEFpaHFSSXlmem9TAR4AZkeAiA5cPhk3mwQ5zIpk3a8lVDGgxc4PiUIBmAOrNtfQCe25_BLxV-qN1Q_aem_6JLdImqoSLKjuKHyvD_KwQ
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10163126533711069&set=a.10150316421516069
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10163126533711069&set=a.10150316421516069
https://www.threads.com/@khanhphamforor/post/DMjOUbhy8T3/media
https://www.instagram.com/p/DLlCwSqx49t/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1133270232181278&set=a.489471973227777
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o Legislators release updated progressive revenue proposal, hearings in coming days
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https://senatedemocrats.wa.gov/frame/2025/04/15/house-and-senate-democrats-release-updated-progressive-revenue-proposal-hearings-in-coming-days/
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Template Email & Action Alert Communications

(Legislator) Constituent Update re: OBBB Impact & Response
Subject: What the Federal Budget Bill Means for You & How We Take Action

Dear [Name],

I'm sure you've heard by now of the “big, beautiful bill"—the disastrous budget bill passed by the
U.S. Congress that is a dream come true for billionaires and corporate lobbyists and a nightmare
for our state’s hardworking families.

This federal tax bill poses brutal consequences. It is expected to threaten healthcare access for [#
state residents], limit food assistance for [# state residents], threaten special education funding,
raise household energy costs and gas prices, and potentially force closure of [#] rural hospitals.
When will this all happen? The permanent tax cuts for the ultra-wealthy will take effect immediately
while many of the benefit cuts will not be implemented until after midterm elections.

<Insert State Impact & Timeline Graphic Here>
<If available & with their consent, share a constituent story

All of this is to give costly tax cuts to the wealthy and corporations and to expedite Trump’s
inhumane anti-immigrant agenda. Even prior to the passage of this federal bill, [state residents/our
members] have been struggling with affordability with rising daily costs in housing, childcare,
groceries, etc. This bill will only exacerbate those affordability challenges, putting the lives and
safety of constituents at risk.

As your state legislator, I'm committed to doing everything in my power to make your life more
affordable. That means doing what the Trump administration refuses to do: pass common sense
state tax policy to fund healthcare, food programs, and education— by making sure the
ultra-wealthy and corporations pay their fair share. But | can't do this fight alone. Sign onto be a
people’s co-sponsor of my hill [Bill Title & #] that [Brief Bill Description]. Together we can make our
state a place where our families thrive, no matter the chaos and corruption from the White House.

(Legislator) Special Session Call
[DATE]

The Honorable [Special Session Designator Name & Title]
[Office Held]
[Building]
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https://www.politico.com/news/2025/07/14/trump-megabill-budget-nightmare-states-00449924?utm_campaign=a42903b3f2-MM_170&utm_medium=email&utm_source=MultiState+Email+List&utm_term=0_b70ffd8544-a42903b3f2-293224769
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/07/14/trump-megabill-budget-nightmare-states-00449924?utm_campaign=a42903b3f2-MM_170&utm_medium=email&utm_source=MultiState+Email+List&utm_term=0_b70ffd8544-a42903b3f2-293224769
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/02/us/politics/tax-cuts-benefit-cuts.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RVQqUqJR1P9FgnXV6Xl-g42rlX080haB?link_id=8&can_id=563be1d5fabc46ed9c57be3c7807ac7d&source=email-follow-up-from-todays-call-intel-updates-actions-resources-more-20&email_referrer=email_2820362&email_subject=follow-up-from-todays-call-intel-updates-actions-resources-more
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bFOc92f9A_Vty7eARfzkhi1zYeq7SAbV?link_id=10&can_id=9831bf3c714e103e1dd3f802ee1be34c&source=email-follow-up-from-todays-call-intel-updates-actions-resources-more-23&email_referrer=email_2836421&email_subject=follow-up-from-todays-call-intel-updates-actions-resources-more
https://itep.org/top-1-to-receive-1-trillion-tax-cut-from-trump-megabill-over-next-decade/
https://www.epi.org/publication/trumps-deportation-agenda-will-destroy-millions-of-jobs-both-immigrants-and-u-s-born-workers-would-suffer-job-losses-particularly-in-construction-and-child-care/
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[Address]
[City, State, Zip ]

Dear [Special Session Designator Title & Name],

Under the provisions of [Specific Article of your State Constitution] of [State] Statutes, | write to
request a special session of the Legislature this fall to address the harms caused by the passage
of the recent federal tax bill, by passing [insert key revenue raisers/leg priorities]. As state
legislators, we must do all in our power to ensure funding of the programs that keep our state
residents healthy and safe. By ensuring the ultra-wealthy and corporations pay their fair in state
taxes, we can help fund essential programs working families depend.

The federal tax bill is expected to threaten healthcare access for [# state residents], limit food
assistance for [# state residents], threaten special education funding, raise household energy
costs and gas prices, and potentially force closure of [#] rural hospitals. Even prior to the passage
of this federal bill, [state residents/our members] have been struggling with affordability with rising
daily costs in housing, childcare, groceries, etc. This bill will only exacerbate those affordability
challenges, putting the lives and safety of constituents at risk.

[State] has strong options for raising new revenue, including [policies/bills]. These bills are a
needed step to ensure the wealthiest in our state, who will be receiving tens of thousands of
dollars in federal tax cuts, are paying their fair share to fund the services that make [state] a great
place to live.

The members of the [State] legislature who have affixed their signatures to this and similar letters
both attest to the urgency of this situation and to call a special session on this matter. Please
accept this letter, and the similar letters and signatures of my colleagues in the Legislature, as
certification that a special session is warranted.

Sincerely,

[Title] [Name]
[State Chamber], District [#]

(Advocate) Special Session Call
Dear [Legislator],

Our organization, [Organization Name], is reaching out to request your leadership and support in
calling for a special session this fall in [State] to address the harms caused by the passage of the
recent federal tax bill. Specifically, we are calling for the passage of [insert key revenue raisers/leg
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priorities] in order to ensure funding of the programs that keep our state residents healthy and
safe.

As you know, this federal tax bill is expected to threaten healthcare access for [# state residents],
limit food assistance for [# state residents], threaten special education funding, raise household
energy costs and gas prices, and potentially force closure of [#] rural hospitals. Even prior to the
passage of this federal bill, [state residents/our members] have been struggling with affordability
with rising daily costs in housing, childcare, groceries, etc. This bill will only exacerbate those
affordability challenges, putting the lives and safety of constituents at risk.

We believe the federal law is fundamentally unfair, will hurt millions of people, and is fiscally
irresponsible by shifting costs to state and local governments.

Our [state] leaders [didn’t create the crisis/contributed to this crisis by cutting taxes] but they can
earn our trust by responding quickly to it. Before our neighbors lose their [healthcare/go
hungry/etc], we demand [elected leader(s)] act by now.

[State] has strong options for raising new revenue, including [policies/bills]. These bills are a
needed step to ensure the wealthiest in our state, who will be receiving tens of thousands of
dollars in federal tax cuts, are paying their fair share to fund the services that make [state] a great
place to live.

Please join [Organization/other electeds] in calling for a special session to pass these [revenue
raisers).

(Advocate) Click-to-Action
Email to Activists with Legislator Contact Ask) HR-1 & Support for State Revenue

SUBJECT: ACTION: Fighting back for [state]
PRE-HEADER:
TEXT:

Hi {{Name}},

I'm sure you've heard by now of the “big, beautiful bill"—the disastrous bill passed by the U.S.

Congress that guts funding for (among other things) Medicaid, SNAP, and the Affordable Care Act.
The new policies in this bill will make it harder for people to access health care, harder for families
with low incomes to afford groceries, and harder for students to graduate college. And meanwhile,
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corporations and the ultra-rich are getting a massive windfall in the form of unprecedented tax
cuts.

What you might not have heard is that we're calling on our state representatives to [pass key
bill/call special session/other priority here]. The BBB punched holes in our state budget, so the
legislature needs to raise revenue to meet [state’s] needs.

[Action link] Can you help out by [action] and urging your state reps to [bill/policy/session priority]?
[Number] people are on Medicaid in [state]. [Number] rely on SNAP to feed their families. The BBB
takes away from working people, from people already doing all they can to get by, and puts a
fortune in billionaires’ pockets. There is enough money in [state] to fund every public service and
program—if corporations and the ultra-wealthy pay their fair share in taxes, like the rest of us

already do.

State reps really do want to hear from their constituents: your voice can make a big difference. Can
you [action]?

We'll keep you updated on our progress. In the meantime, thank you for [action]!

[Signer]
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