
    WHY NATIONAL FOUNDATIONS SHOULD
SUPPORT EFFORTS NOW TO

COUNT ALL CHILDREN IN THE 2030 CENSUS

Census data will determine where close to $3 trillion a year in federal funding
goes, including funding for childcare, food and nutrition, public education, medical
services, and low-income housing. Investments now will help ensure that
communities receive the funding for programs like Medicaid, CHIP, child care,
and WIC. Every missed child means more overcrowded classrooms,
underfunded services, hungrier children, and inadequate health care. 
Community leaders need accurate data to analyze emerging
needs, to plan for the future, and to locate new schools,
recreational areas, hospitals, police, and fire departments.
Investments now will help build healthier, safer communities. 
Foundations need accurate Census data to make the most
impactful investments, and your grantees need accurate data to
ensure their efforts help those with the greatest need.
Investments now will improve your work and the work of your
grantees for a decade. 

Census data is used to apportion House seats and to redistrict the House, state
legislatures, local legislatures, and school boards. When young children are
missed, their communities lose some of their political voice. Investments now
will help ensure fair representation, making it more likely that children’s needs
will be addressed. 

Every child deserves to be seen, counted, and valued.
By making sure they are counted in the census, we can help young children thrive. 
The census counted 5.46% fewer children under five in 2020 than it should have,
the worst since 1980.
Nearly one in five parents would not count their young child or don’t know whether
they should. 
Because Black and Hispanic young children were undercounted at far higher rates
than White young children, investments now to ensure all children are counted will
help level the playing field.
Investing today will help make the 2030 Census more accurate and benefit
communities you are already supporting.

When young children are missed, the consequences are
significant and last for a decade—most of their childhood.



Partner engagement with the Census Bureau to ensure new strategies for
counting young children are prioritized 
Demographic research to help target effective outreach
Communications research to identify effective messages and outreach
strategies
Efforts to strengthen national infrastructure of child serving organizations
that can mobilize their state and local affiliates in outreach to families
Develop and disseminate outreach tools that equip trusted messengers and
service providers to educate families.
A national communications campaign persuading families to count their
young children.

WHY NATIONAL FOUNDATIONS SHOULD SUPPORT EFFORTS
NOW TO COUNT ALL CHILDREN IN THE 2030 CENSUS (cont.)

Preparations for 2030 are already well underway.  
Advocates need to prepare tools, educate their networks, and build political
will for several major activities happening in 2025 and 2026.

Now is the time to ensure preparation for the 2030 Census
includes specific strategies for getting an accurate count
of young children nationwide.

National Funders like you can take action now to support:  

To stay informed or get connected to other Census funders:
Join the Census Equity Initiative Collaborative: info@censusequity.org
Subscribe to the Funders’ Committee Census Initiative Listserv:
info@funderscommittee.org
Sign Up for Count All Kids Updates: https://countallkids.org/get-involved 
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